
Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do 

not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency 

(EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

Ukrainian Voices –  Lecture Series  

"UKRAINE AND THE WORLD AS THE SHIP OF THESEUS: THE PERFECT STORM" 

Olena Kharytonova 

02 December 2025 

16.30 – 18.00 CET 

Zoom  

https://uni-graz.zoom.us/j/65396718309?pwd=o440XCIaS8Gjt0vWb88ggXQLEag3ZW.1 
Meeting ID: 653 9671 8309 

Passcode: 373036 
 
 
The lecture offers an in-depth analysis of the foundations of Ukrainian worldview and legal 

identity, exploring its place within the modern geopolitical landscape. It also proposes a vision of 

the contemporary constitutional order as a reflection of gender discourse. The lecture examines 

the normalization of political violence, victim-blaming in the Oval Office, the "Mother Russia" 

concept, and masculine dominance as mechanisms for constructing a new political order. These are 

seen as symptoms of broader perceptions of masculinity and femininity, hierarchies, and power 

imbalances that shape the current international political agenda. 

The analysis employs the philosophical experiment "The Ship of Theseus," also known as the 

Theseus Paradox - a concept that has intrigued scholars for centuries and raised important 

questions about identity over time. This thought experiment presents a scenario in which parts of 

a ship are gradually replaced, prompting the question of whether, after all the replacements, the 

ship remains the same or becomes something entirely different. In examining the challenges that 

crystallize in the conditions of the perfect storm in which the modern rules-based order finds itself, 

the lecturer draws attention to the experience of nomads and analyzing how the nomadic 
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experience of Ukrainian women could cultivate subversive potential and disrupt traditional 

perspectives. 

Olena Kharytonova is a human rights lawyer specializing in gender-based violence, anti-
discrimination, and the history of criminal law. She is an Associate Professor at the Yaroslav 
Mudryi National Law University. Olena has collaborated extensively with various international 
organizations and has served as a legal consultant for the OSCE and UNFPA. In addition to her 
academic and international work, Olena serves as the Gender Adviser to the Minister of 
Education and Science of Ukraine. In 2023, she was elected as a member of GREVIO (the Group 
of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence) - an 
international body of the Council of Europe that functions as the monitoring mechanism of 
the Istanbul Convention. 

 


