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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has revealed a critical gap in international criminal law regarding 

the prosecution of the crime of aggression. Ukraine’s initiative to establish a Special Tribunal 

aims to hold Russia’s top political and military leadership accountable for the crime of 

aggression. The lecture examines the tribunal’s legal foundations, jurisdictional challenges, 

and its relationship with the International Criminal Court. It also considers questions of 

immunity, enforcement, and political feasibility, emphasizing how the establishment of such a 

tribunal could advance justice and reinforce the rule of law. 

Svitlana Andreichenko is a Doctor of Juridical Sciences, PhD in International Law, and 

Professor at the Department of Maritime and International Law of the International 

Humanitarian University in Odesa, Ukraine. She is currently affiliated with the European 

Training and Research Centre for Human Rights and Democracy at the University of Graz, 

where she serves as Project Manager of the Erasmus+ project “Promoting Academic Freedom 

in Ukraine (FreeAc)”. Her academic work focuses on international criminal law, human rights 

in extradition proceedings, and international responsibility in public international law. 
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