\ Free

Ukrainian Voices — Lecture Series
“POTEMKIN VILLAGE OF RUSSIAN SCIENCE: THE CASE OF EDITORIAL BOARDS”

Inna Makarenko

24 June 2025
11.30-12.30 CET
Link to the meeting:

MS Teams: https://tinyurl.com/mrxm8ze8

This lecture presents findings from a survey of editorial boards of Russian journals following
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. The findings reveal that 70.9% of international members of these
editorial boards were either unaware of their membership ("fake members"), or did not fulfil their
editorial duties ("silent members"), or were retired, or were deceased ("dead and retired members").
The analysis reveals how Russian journals, many of which are indexed in Scopus and Web of Science
or published by major international publishers, have constructed an illusion of international
participation. This “Potemkin village” effect is achieved by maintaining editorial boards filled with
names of foreign scientists who are inactive, uncontacted, or unaware of their listed roles. In several
cases, scientists were surprised to learn that they were even associated with the journal, having
never agreed to serve or having resigned long ago. Some editorial boards continue to include
individuals who are no longer professionally active, and in a few cases, even deceased. The presence
of such members misleads the global scientific community and falsely suggests international
legitimacy and endorsement. The investigation also found instances where these journals published
content aligned with propaganda narratives, for example, presenting occupied Ukrainian territories as
part of the Russian Federation. Despite being informed of these findings, key international publishers
and indexing services largely declined to act, stating that they do not interfere in the editorial
autonomy of journals. This lack of oversight calls into question the mechanisms currently in place to
safeguard academic integrity in international databases. This case invites the academic community to
reflect on the ethical implications of such affiliations and the need for transparency, especially when
academic platforms are used to promote political agendas or normalize violations of international
norms.

Inna Makarenko is a Doctor of Economics in Accounting, Analysis and Audit, Professor and
Chair of Accounting and Taxation, Sumy State University, Ukraine, Member of the Helsinki
Institute of Sustainability Science (HELSUS) and University researcher at the University of
Helsinki, Finland.
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